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DIRECTOR'S NOTES

As soon as I was told I would get  to d irect  a mainstage show  for my 
thesis, I knew  it  had to be queer. I knew  I needed to tell a queer story 
and that  UNCSA needed to see one. A lthough I felt  called to d irect  
"Neapt ide" after reading it  only once, I had no idea how  much it  would 
change the way I see the world. In the months since that  f irst  reading, 
nearly everything has begun to remind me of "Neapt ide."

"Neapt ide" taught  me how  to have more empathy for the generat ions 
that  came before me. I believe that  in life, somet imes we are the 
teachers and somet imes we are the students. "Neapt ide" beaut ifully 
comments on the fact  that  the person we should listen to is somet imes 
the youngest  in the room. We all have something to learn from each 
other. 

In 20 21, I have the privilege to walk through this world more easily as a 
queer person than any other generat ion that  came before me. I have 
much to learn from all of the queer people who came before me and 
paved the way for people like me to get  to survive. I am a forever 
gracious student  in that  regard. But  I am also a teacher. My generat ion 
gets the beaut iful opportunit y to teach our parents and teachers about  
pronouns, about  the gender and sexualit y spect rum, and about  new  
ways of ident if icat ion and ways to exist . 

My existence forces people to quest ion the world they grew  up in, to 
acknow ledge that  change is necessary. The characters in "Neapt ide" all 
learn from each other. Mothers are forced to examine their relat ionship 
w ith their children. Tradit ional power dynamics are scrut inized. Direct ing 
this show  has taught  me how  to be more empathet ic, even to those who 
don?t  understand me. I have learned new  ways to foster forg iveness. My 
hope is that  this show  can be a love let ter to all t he queer people who 
came before me, because that  is how  working on "Neapt ide" has felt  ?   
a thank you to all t he work they d id before me just  so I could be allowed 
to be myself. I am forever grateful for them.

In the words of Deepak Chopra, ?We must  all d iscover for ourselves that  
love is a force as real as gravit y, and that  being upheld in love every day, 
every hour, every minute is not  a fantasy ?   it  is intended as our natural 
state."
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BIOGRAPHY

Sarah Daniels (p laywright )  is a Brit ish dramat ist . She has been a prolif ic 
w riter since her f irst  professionally performed p lay, "Ripen Our 
Darkness," was g iven a product ion at  the Royal Court  in 1981. Daniels' 
p laywrit ing career took off after she sent  in a scrip t  to the Royal Court  
Theat re in London for reading and spent  a year as the 
w riter-in-residence of Sheff ield  Universit y?s English department . Since 
the early 1980 s, her p lays have appeared at  other venues including the 
Nat ional Theat re, the Bat tersea Arts Cent re, the Crucib le, Sheff ield  and 
Chicken Shed. She was the f irst  living Brit ish p laywright  to have a p lay 
premiered at  the Nat ional Theat re in London when "Neapt ide" was 
performed there in 1986. She has also w rit ten episodes of the 
soap-operas "EastEnders" and "Holby Cit y," and the long-running BBC 
children's series "Grange Hill."

Ticket  Know les (d irector)

My name is Ticket . It  st ill feels magical to t ype that  out , because I 
recent ly changed my name. You can call me t icket , lil t icky, t icky, t ick 
t ick t ick, buster or any cute nickname you can think of. Direct ing this 
show  came after months and months of me t rying to f ind my name. 
Trying to f ind myself. I was going through a pandemic. Things were 
constant ly changing and nothing was certain. One of the only constant  
things I had was the know ledge that  one way or another, I was going to 
d irect  this p lay. That  these characters were going to come to life.

"Neapt ide" taught  me that  every t ime I think of my mom, I cry. 
"Neapt ide" taught  me that  I need to roll out  my lower back every single 
night . "Neapt ide" taught  me that  the most  beaut iful thing in the world is 
collaborat ion.

Painters..................................................................Carson Davis, Abrianna Harmon

....................................................................................Spencer Kilpat rick, Leo Murphy

Filmed and Edited..............................Jeremiah McLamb, JerFilm Product ions

*Denotes C1 Drama Students 



THE SCHOOL OF DRAMA

Ranked among the best  drama schools in the world, the School of 
Drama is an immersive experience that  prepares talented young art ist s 
for successful careers on stage, online, and in f ilm and television. 
Conservatory t raining grounded in classical values adds technical skills 
pract ice to shape creat ively inspired, versat ile actors who are in-demand 
today. Students perform constant ly in both small workshops and major 
product ions across the theat rical repertory. An outstanding resident  
facult y g ives personalized at tent ion to their students' grow th.

THE SCHOOL OF DESIGN & PRODUCTION

Unlike other schools that  incorporate design and product ion w ithin 
theat re studies programs, the School of Design and Product ion is a 
highly regarded, independent  conservatory. The school is ranked # 3 in 
the nat ion. Employing a resident  facult y of experienced professionals, 
the school offers a comprehensive curriculum in every aspect  of modern 
stagecraft , from scene design to stage management . Students gain 
pract ical experience working on a variety of product ions inside theaters 
of all st yles and sizes, and w ithin 10 0 ,0 0 0  square feet  of product ion 
space. Graduates have careers in theater, f ilm, television, dance, opera, 
live and themed entertainment , and more.

I hope you watch this show  w ith wherever you are at  mentally, physically 
and emot ionally. I hope you take whatever you need from this show  
whether it ?s an actor?s performance, the feeling the color p ink g ives you 
or want ing to buy a beaut iful green couch. I promise this show  was 
made w ith every ounce of love I had left  in me. If  any of you want  to talk 
about  anything in the show, I would love to talk to you about  it . Thank 
you to the stage management  team for making me feel less alone. 
Thank you to the creat ive team for making me realize that  you love 
creat ing just  as much as I do. Thank you to the cast  for g if t ing me a job 
in this project . And thank you to the audience for listening to these 
character?s stories. Thank you for watching!



DEAN'S COUNCILS FOR UNCSA

The Dean's Councils support  each of UNCSA's f ive art s schools - Dance, 
Design & Product ion, Drama, Filmmaking, and Music. Dean's Council 
members support  the school of their choosing w ith an annual g if t  of 
$5,0 0 0  or more, work closely w ith the Dean to advance that  school's 
mission and fundraising priorit ies, and enjoy a deeper relat ionship w ith 
the Dean and students of the school. If  you are interested in joining one 
of these groups of commit ted ind ividuals, p lease contact  Vice 
Chancellor for Advancement  Ed Lew is at  336-770 -3330  or 
lew ise@uncsa.edu.
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UNCSA MANIFESTO

We Believe

Art ist s enrich our culture, enlighten our society, lif t  our sp irit s, and feed 
our souls.

Integrat ive art s educat ion from an early age sparks a lifet ime of creat ive 
thinking, powerful self-expression, and innovat ive problem solving.

Rigorous art ist ic t raining empowers our students and graduates to 
engage our communit ies, advance local and g lobal creat ive indust ries, 
and inspire the world.

Art s organizat ions improve the qualit y of life and p lace in b ig cit ies and 
small communit ies, t ransforming them from merely livable to t ruly 
lovable.

UNC School of  t he Art s nurtures the talent , hones the craft , and 
develops the unique voices of emerging art ist s. We realize the full 
potent ial of except ionally creat ive and passionate students to do their 
best  work and become their best  selves.

LAND ACKNOW LEDGMENT

It  is important  for many of us, as set t le-descended persons, to consider 
how  the land we occupy cont inues to interrupt  the cultural, linguist ic, 
historical and polit ical connect ions that  ind igenous peoples have to this 
land. We must  cont inue to recognize how  we have, w it t ing ly and 
unw it t ing ly, remained as actors in the colonizat ion of what  we regard as 
our orig inal context  of teaching and learning. UNCSA is on the ancest ral 
land of the Tuleto, Sappony, Catawba and Keyauwee t ribes.

A  land acknow ledgment  g ives honor to and recognizes ind igenous 
territories and ind igenous people respect ive to the locat ion(s)  we 
current ly work and live. A  land acknow ledgment  serves as a reminder 
that  the land you current ly occupy has long been occupied by 
ind igenous peoples who have a d ist inct  linguist ic, cultural and historical 
connect ion to the land.



PERFORMANCES ON DEMAND

uncsa.edu/ performances

Visit  uncsa.edu/ ondemand

"Swan Lake: Cancelled"

After more than a year of cancelled performances across the g lobe, the 
School of Dance ?  w ith the help of alumnus Garen Scribner and Danielle 

Rowe ?  brings us the joy we need right  now : a DANCE MOVIE 
MONTAGE!

For these dancers, ?Swan Lake? may be cancelled, but  their art  shines 
brighter than ever.

UNCSA Jazz Ensembles in Concert

Experience the award-w inning UNCSA Jazz Ensemble d irected by Ron 
Rudkin. The concert  w ill feature small jazz groups, including two 

saxophones, t rumpet , t rombone and a rhythm sect ion, performing 
arrangements from the American Songbook and standard tunes by 

American jazz musicians.

Photona

The School of Design & Product ion presents the return of it s w ild ly 
popular themed mult imedia show  of light ing and sound. Mentored by 

indust ry leaders and UNCSA facult y members Eric Rimes, Josh 
Selander and Clif ton Taylor, light ing designers showcase their 

creat ivit y and proficiency working w ith the latest  equipment  on loan 
from indust ry partners.
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