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HIGH SCHOOL PROFILE 
 
1533 South Main Street High School Academic Program Office: (336) 770-3245 
Winston -Salem, NC  27127 Admissions Office: (336) 770-3290   
 www. uncsa.edu/admissions  

                     www.uncsa.edu  
 

General Information:  Founded in 1963, and opened in 1965, the University of North Carolina School 

of the Arts (formerly the North Carolina School of the Arts) prepares exceptionally talented students at 

the high school, undergraduate, and graduate levels for professional careers in the performing, visual, and 

moving image arts.  Students are admitted by audition to the Schools of Dance, Design and Production, 

Drama, Filmmaking, and Music, and receive professional instruction from artist-faculty chosen for their 

achievement and professional standing in the arts. The requisite liberal arts education at UNCSA is 

provided by the High School and Undergraduate Academic Program faculties, who are especially 

prepared for their essential role in the broader education of young artists.  In addition, supporting 

programs and services in Student Life assist students in their personal development within a residential 

setting. 

  The arts and academic curricula culminate in a high school diploma with an arts concentration in 

dance, drama, music, or visual arts; the arts diploma at the college level in dance, design and production, 

drama, filmmaking, or music; the Bachelor of Fine Arts degree in dance, design and production, drama, 

or filmmaking; or the Bachelor of Music degree.  Graduate degree programs in the School of Music, 

School of Design and Production, and School of Filmmaking lead to Master of Music and Master of Fine 

Arts degrees. 

A constituent institution of the seventeen-campus University of North Carolina since 1972, the 

University of North Carolina School of the Arts has an average student enrollment of 1100 (with 

approximately 100 graduate students, 700 undergraduate students and 300 high school students).  Of that 

total, approximately one-half are from North Carolina, and the other half represent over 40 states and 27 

foreign countries.  UNCSA has a total minority enrollment of approximately 15 percent. 
 
 

Accreditation:  Southern Association of Colleges and Schools.  CEEB/ACT Code:  344438 

Council on Accreditation and School Improvement (CASI) 

Commissions on Elementary, Middle, and Secondary Schools 

1866 Southern Lane 

Decatur, GA 30033 

Phone: (404) 679-4500  (800) 248-7701 

Fax: (404) 679-4541 
 

Calendar:  Two terms (Fall-15 weeks; Spring-15 weeks) and an additional two-week period, called Intensive Arts, 

as part of the Fall Term 

 

 

High School Graduation Requirements: 

In addition to intensive training in an art form, students are also enrolled in a full range of college- preparatory 

academic courses, including College Board Advanced Placement course options in Calculus AB, Statistics, English 

Language and Composition, English Literature and Composition, European History, United States Government and 

Politics, and United States History.  All required units must be earned in grades 9 through 12; one unit represents 

study of a subject for a full school year, a minimum of 130 instructional hours. 

http://www.ncarts.edu/administration/logo_standards/abbrevhoriz3c.jpg
http://www.uncsa.edu/
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English 4 units  

Social Studies (U.S. History; Civics and Economics; World History) 3 units 

Mathematics (including Algebra I ï which, if taken before grade 9, 

                          does not count as one of the three required units 3 units 

Science (including Biology and a physical science) 3 units 

Wellness/Physical Education (Dance and Drama students meet the  

                                                       physical education requirement through  

                                                       regularly scheduled arts classes.) 1 unit 

Electives (including arts courses) 6 units 

 TOTAL : 20 units 
 

Full -time high school academic faculty with graduate degrees in their instructional fields:  100% 
 

Grading System:  Grade point averages are calculated using a graduated four-point scale (with A = 4.0 and  F = 0). 

Passing mark is D; college-recommending mark is C. 
 

Class Rank and Grade Point Average:   

Students transfer to UNCSA from a variety of schools, many with different grading systems. Translating these 

systems into one produces a limited interpretation of a studentôs total record, as well as an inequitable comparison of 

all studentsô records.  Furthermore, at least half of the students in our twelfth grade are new to UNCSA each year.  

Therefore, grade point averages computed for our students are unweighted, and our students are not ranked.  Even 

so, we will compute a grade point average for a student at his or her request, and we will be happy to forward 

whatever additional information might be needed to make sure that the lack of a rank-in-class designation will not 

jeopardize the candidacy of our students for college admission or special awards.  UNCSA fully encourages and 

supports the college and scholarship applications of its high school students.  NOTE:    The grade point average is 

based upon all courses given credit, including arts courses, with the exception of ñPass/Failò courses. 
 

Graduating Seniors : 
The UNCSA graduating high school class averages 125 students annually.  Typically, students in the top 
two -thirds of the class hold grade point averages above 3.0. 
 

 
Class of 2010 SAT & ACT Information : 

¶ Total graduates:  120 

¶ SAT (mean scores) :  Population         Percent of Graduating Class Tested      Crit. Reading          Math        Writing  
       UNCSA                            90%                                          594                          569          568 
       NC                                                                                     497                           511          477           
       National                                                                             501                          516          492 
 

¶ ACT (mean score)      UNCSA                            15%                                         Mean Composite Score:  25.3 

                                      NC                                                                                    Mean Composite Score:  219 

                                                            National                                                                            Mean Composite Score:  21.0 

 
Class of 2011 SAT/ACT Data: 

¶ Total graduates:  116 

¶ SAT (mean scores) :  Population  Percent of Graduating Class Tested Crit. Reading      Math       Writing  
       UNCSA   86%   577            563             566 
       NC      493            508             474  
       National      497            514             489 
 

¶ ACT (mean score)      UNCSA   14 %   Mean Compos ite Score:  24.9 

                                      NC      Mean Composite Score:  21.9 
         National      Mean Composite Score:  21.1 
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Post-Secondary Plans of Recent Graduates: 
85% entering four -year colleges/conservatories.  
 
Recent graduates have been accepted to these colleges, universities, and conservatories: 

American Univ., Appalachian State Univ., Art Institute of Boston, Atlanta College of Art, Bard College, Barnard College,  
Berklee College of Music, Boston College, Boston Conservatory, Boston Univ., Brandeis Univ.,  Brown Univ., Butler Univ.,  
California Institute of the Arts, Carnegie Mellon Univ., Cleveland Institute of Music, Columbia Univ., Cooper Union,  
Cornell Univ., Cornish College of the Arts, Curtis Institute of Music, Dartmouth College, Davidson College, De Paul Univ., 
Duke Univ., East Carolina Univ., Eastman School of Music, Elon Univ., Emerson College, Emory Univ., Florida State Univ., 
Georgetown Univ., George Washington Univ., Hampshire College, Hollins Univ., Howard Univ., In diana Univ., Ithaca  
College, Johns Hopkins Univ., Juilliard School, Kenyon College, Manhattan School of Music, Mannes College of Music, 
Maryland Institute College of Art, Marymount Manhattan College, Michigan State Univ., Montserrat College of Art,  
Morehouse College, New England Conservatory of Music, New College of Florida, New School Univ., New York Univ.,  
NC State Univ., NC A&T State Univ., Northwestern Univ., Univ. of Notre Dame, Oberlin College, Otterbein College,  
Parsons School of Design, Peabody Conservatory, Pratt Institute, Princeton Univ., Rhode Island School of Design, Rice Univ., 
Roosevelt Univ., Rutgers Univ., Salem College, San Francisco Conservatory, Sarah Lawrence College, School of the Art 
Institute of Chicago, School of the Museum of Fine Arts (Boston), Smith College, Southern Methodist Univ., Spelman College, 
Stanford Univ., SUNY -Fashion Institute of Technology, SUNY-Purchase, SUNY-Stony Brook, Swarthmore College,  
Tufts Univ., Univ. of the Arts, UC -Berkeley, UCLA, Univ. of Chicago, Univ . of Cincinnati, Univ. of Florida, Univ. of Georgia,  
Univ. of Hartford (The Hartt School), Univ. of Kentucky, Univ. of Louisville, Univ. of Mass. -Amherst, Univ. of Miami,  
Univ. of Michigan, UNC -Asheville, UNC -Chapel Hill,   UNC -Charlotte, UNC -Greensboro, UNC School of the Arts,  
UNC -Wilmington, Univ. of Pennsylvania, Univ. of Richmond, Univ. of Southern California, Univ. of Texas -Austin,  
Univ. of Utah, Univ. of Virginia, Vanderbilt Univ., Vassar College,  Virginia Commonwealth Univ., Wake Forest Univ.,  
Washington Univ. in  St. Louis, Wellesley College, Western Carolina Univ., Yale Univ.  
 

2% entering two -year colleges   8% entering professional careers    5% pursuing other goals  
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High School Academic Program Core Beliefs: 

Within the overall vision and mission of the University of North Carolina School of the Arts, the 

High School Academic Program faculty believe: 

¶ Students are committed to and engaged in their own learning. 

¶ Students experience a broad, challenging and engaging curriculum that fosters critical 

and creative thinking. 

¶ Faculty and Administration set high standards and promote a community that provides 

equal access and support for all students, a safe learning environment, and diverse 

learning experiences. 

¶ Faculty have the right and responsibility to present the core ideas and facts of their 

disciplines and to maintain a spirit of free inquiry and rigor in the classroom. 

¶ An UNCSA High School Education is devoted to developing thoughtful, ethical, 

compassionate, creative, responsible, lifelong learners. 

 

High School Academic Program Student Learning Outcome Areas: 

¶ Literacy/Communication 

o Ability to read, evaluate, and respond to a variety of texts 

o Ability to effectively communicate ideas in a variety of modes 

¶ Critical thinking/Problem solving 

o Ability to develop and support arguments or conclusions 

o Ability to access, evaluate, and analyze information  

o Ability to synthesize ideas 

¶ Core content knowledge 

o Ability to demonstrate competence within the disciplines of Mathematics, 

Languages, Sciences and Social Studies.  

¶ Readiness for college/career  

o Will graduate with a UNC School of the Arts High School diploma 

o Will be accepted for post-secondary career placement and/or post-secondary 

educational program 
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High School Fall Enrollment  by Field of Study 

 Dance Drama Music Visual Arts  

1995 104 22 95 34 255 

1996 144 24 72 31 271 

1997 139 20 72 30 261 

1998 

 

131 20 68 34 253 

1999 119 21 79 36 255 

2000 121 20 82 37 260 

2001 135 22 89 35 281 

2002 148 20 85 35 288 

2003 121 24 91 37 273 

2004 124 20 85 37 266 

2005 147 23 103 34 307 

2006 138 20 102 33 293 

2007 126 20 89 37 272 

2008 131 21 95 32 279 

2009 130 21 100 40 291 

2010 114 20 99 37 270 

2011 109 22 105 38 274  
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Male to Female Housing Ratio 

The High School Program offers two residence halls with appropriate staff for 

residential high school students.  Moore Hall and Sanford Hall as well as the Connector 

Building were designed and are administered for this unique age student. College students 

and graduate students have separate residence halls on UNCSA campus.  

 

High School 

Residences 

Capacity Male Female Total 

     Moore Hall 114 72 46 118 

     Sanford Hall 110 0 107 107 

 

 

High School Connector Building, 2005 

UNCSA is a constituent institution of the University of North Carolina with a 

comprehensive high school program of 274 students (207 residential and 63 commuting 

students) who have many arts classes with our college students and use the same common 

facilities as the college students. Many also compete and perform with the undergraduate and 

graduate students. Therefore, our high school students must have the maturity and discipline to 

manage their course work, rehearsal and practice times, and daily lives as if they were college 

students. The residential students have the added obligation of living responsibly in a larger 

community of peers. 
 

* NCHED A-2 Student Housing Report for UNC School of the Arts, Fall 2011 
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College Board Advanced Placement Examinations 2008:  
 

AP Exams Average Score Students taking exam  

Calculus AB 4.00 22 

Eng Language & Comp 3.17 46 

Eng Lit & Comp  3.54 39 

European Hist  3.31 13 

U.S.  Hist 3.15 20 

Statistics 3.60 5 

US Gov and Politics 3.17 12 

 
College Board Advanced Placement Examinations 2009:  

AP Exams Average Score Students taking exam  

Calculus AB 3.54 24 

Eng Language & Comp 3.42 45 

Eng Lit & Comp  3.53 38 

European Hist  4.00 5 

U.S.  Hist  3.24 25 

Statistics 2.83 12 

US Gov and Politics 3.79 14 

 

College Board Advanced Placement Examinations 2010:  
AP Exams Average Score Students taking exam  

Calculus AB 4.04 28 

Eng Language & Comp 3.54 41 

Eng Lit & Comp  3.76 45 

European Hist   *2008-09  4.00 5 

U.S.  Hist  3.25 28 

Statistics 3.70 11 

US Gov and Politics 3.44 25 
 

College Board Advanced Placement Examinat ions 2011: 
AP Exam Average Score Students taking exam  

Calculus AB 3.84 25 
Eng Language & Comp 3.54 31 
Eng Lit & Comp  3.91 44 

European History  3.64 11 
U.S.  Hist  3.64 14 
Statistics 3.46 11 
US Gov and Politics 3.58 19 
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AP Five-Year School Score Summary (2011) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

High School Population 

 
Students audition for acceptance at the University of North Carolina School of the Arts. Students 

are invited back each year based on annual performance and reviews.  Enrollment in the high 

school program is 274.  Our North Carolina enrollment is approximately 75% with 26 states and 

6 international countries comprising our out of state population.  UNCSA High School has a 

minority enrollment of 17%. 

  

    By grade level:     By art school: 

   9
th
 grade- 20    Dance ï  40% 

 10
th
 grade -  56    Drama ï    8% 

 11
th
 grade -  81    Music ï  38% 

 12
th
 grade -  117    VA ï   14% 

 

   

Graduation rate   

For 18 years, 1992-2010, the high school has graduated between 99% and 100% of its senior 

class.  The average number of graduates is 125 each year with the majority of the class (80%) 

holding an unweighted GPA above 3.0. 
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Academic and Arts Faculty 

 

 
 

 

The High School Academic Faculty consists of 16 full -time instructors, two of whom also teach 

in the Undergraduate Academic Program, four visiting faculty members and three teaching 

administrators.   The High School Academic Program faculty is composed of 16 female and six 

male instructors; two with terminal degrees, 18 with masters degrees, one masters candidate and 

one bachelors degreed. 

 

Students in the high school arts programs have full access to the college instructors with many 

designated high school arts instructors for specific arts courses.  Instructors in the arts programs 

teach both high school and college students.  All arts programs instructors are professional artist-

faculty. 

 

All students who are accepted by the University of North Carolina School of the Arts must 

complete a comprehensive admissions process that includes a detailed application, letters of 

recommendation, a competitive audition or portfolio review, and a full review of the file by the 

academic and high school life programs. Students are accepted for one year and must be invited 

to return for subsequent years based on a jury or review by faculty. All students have an arts 

major in which they are taught by teachers who are professional artists. 
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Racial Composition of High School Enrollment, Fall Term, 2011 

0

20

40

60

80

100

2011

Hispanic

White

Black

Am Ind

Asian

Pacific Isl

Unknown

 Hispanic White 
Black/African 

American 

American 
Indian/Alaskan 

Native Asian 

Native 
Hawaiian/Pacific 

Islander Unknown Total 

2011 N % N % N % N % N % N % N %  

 15 5 218 79 7 2 3 1 23 8 3 1 5 2 274 

¶ New Ethnicity Codes  
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Dance 
In-
State 

Out-
of-

State 
Total 

   

2006 80 58 138 

2007 69 59 128 

2008 79 51 131 

2009 69 61 130 
          2010        53        61     114 
          2011        58        51     109 

 

  

 

 

   

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

Drama 
In-
State 

Out-
of-

State 
Total 

   

2006 13 7 20 

2007 15 6 21 

2008 19 2 21 

2009 18 3 21 

2010 18 2 20 
         2011        18          4      22 

    

Music 
In-
State 

Out-
of-

State 
Total 

   

2006 84 18 102 

2007 68 20 88 

2008 76 18 95 

2009 84 16 100 

2010 87 12 99 
         2011        94        11      105 

    
Visual 
Arts 

In-
State 

Out-
of-

State 
Total 

   

2006 32 1 33 

2007 34 5 39 

2008 29 3 32 

2009 39 1 40 

2010 36 1 37 
         2011        35           3     38 
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High School Enrollment - By North Carolina County 
 
COUNTY  #   COUNTY  #  COUNTY  #  COUNTY  #   COUNTY  #   

Alamance  
 

0  Chowan  1  Guilford  19  Mitchell  
 

0  Rutherford  
 

1  

Alexander   0  Clay  0  Halifax  0  Montgomery   0  Sampson   0  

Alleghany   0  Cleveland  0 Harnett  0 Moore   2  Scotland   0  

Anson   0  Columbus  0  Haywood  0  Nash   0  Stanly   1  

Ashe   0  Craven  3  Henderson  1  New Hanover   3  Stokes   1  

Avery   2 Cumberland  3 Hertford  0  Northampton   0  Surry   2  

Beaufort   0  Currituck  5  Hoke  0  Onslow   3  Swain   0  

Bertie   0  Dare  2 Hyde  0  Orange   14  Transylvania   0  

Bladen   0  Davidson  1  Iredell  3  Pamlico   0  Tyrell   0  

Brunswick   2 Davie  2  Jackson  0  Pasquotank   0  Union   1  

Buncombe   4  Duplin  0  Johnston  2 Pender   2 Vance   0  

Burke   0  Durham  7 Jones  0  Perquimans   0  Wake   32 

Cabarrus   2  Edgcombe  0  Lee  1  Person   0  Warren   0  

Caldwell   2  Forsyth  39 Lenoir  1 Pitt   1  Washington   0  

Camden   0  Franklin  0  Lincoln  1  Polk   0  Watauga   2  

Carteret   0  Gaston  1  Macon  0  Randolph   3 Wayne   1 

Caswell   0  Gates  0  Madison  1  Richmond   0  Wilkes   1  

Catawba   2 Graham  0  Martin  1  Robeson   0 Wilson   0  

Chatham   3 Granville  2  McDowell  0  Rockingham   0  Yadkin   1 

Cherokee   0  Greene  0 Mecklenburg  14  Rowan   1  Yancey   1  

High School Enrollment - By State          

STATE  #  
 

STATE  #  
 

STATE  #  
 

STATE  #  STATE  #  
 

Alabama  
 

1  Hawaii  
 

1  Michigan  
 

1  
North 
Carolina  207  Utah  

 
1 

Alaska   0  Idaho   0 Minnesota   2  North Dakota  0  Vermont   0 

Arizona   0 Illinois   2 Mississippi   0  Ohio  3 Virginia   6 

Arkansas   2  Indiana   1  Missouri   0  Oklahoma  0  Washington   0  

California   3  Iowa   1 Montana   1  Oregon  1 West Virginia   1 

Colorado   0  Kansas   0  Nebraska   1  Pennsylvania  4 Wisconsin   0 

Connecticut   2 Kentucky   1  Nevada   0 Rhode Island  0  Wyoming   0  

Delaware   0  Louisiana   0  
New 
Hampshire  

 0 
South 
Carolina  

2 
Foreign 
Countries  

 6  

DC   0  Maine   0  New Jersey   1  South Dakota  0    
Florida   4  Maryland   1  New Mexico   5  Tennessee  2     
Georgia   1  Massachusetts   6  New York   2 Texas  4    
 
 
         

 
 

  
 

  
 

 

         

Source: Student Data File; F2011           
 


