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Overview

he University of North Carolina School of the Arts specializes in Visual and Performing Arts and understands
Tthat as an artistic international student you have special needs and questions. International Student

Services (ISS) strives to make the resources and answers you desire easy to find. While going over this
information and our website, you may have additional questions that require individual attention. If so, please
contact our International Student Coordinator:

Stacy Holliday

International Student Coordinator/
Designated School Official (DSO)
336-770-1471

ISS helps international students by providing support and assistance when applying for, attending, and
progressing beyond their studies at UNCSA. We help international students successfully adapt to the linguistic
and cultural differences they encounter while attending a school in the United States. Working with staff and
faculty, ISS helps students address language and cultural barriers to help them achieve the widest possible margin
of success in their artistic, academic and personal lives.

Some examples of the services ISS offers include:

e Advising by providing primary campus support for the international student body. We are here to help!

e Academic support for students whose first language is one other than English.

e A Coordinator with exceptional understanding of international students’ needs both before and during
their UNCSA experience.

e Assistance with cultural assimilation and integration within the UNCSA community upon the student’s
arrival. This includes individual advising as well as community awareness events.

e ESL (English as a Second Language) instruction, which provides additional support of the English
language. These courses are non-credit and offered through the Division of Academic Programs.



English as a Second Language Program

The ESL Instructor works to provide non-native speakers with the highest level of instruction in English as a
Second Language to ensure each student’s success at UNCSA. She teaches both high school and college level
courses in ESL, and also works with students individually during ESL tutor sessions. Tutor sessions are scheduled
according to the needs of the student and typically last between 30 — 45 minutes. The ESL instructor is also
responsible for reviewing the ESL proficiency of all incoming non-native speakers, and works closely with the
Coordinator for International Students in Admissions to provide the widest margin of support for our international
student population here at UNCSA.

For further information about the ESL program at UNCSA, please contact the ESL Instructor:

Elizabeth Klaimon
ESL Instructor

232 Grey Building
(336) 631-1515
klaimone@ncarts.edu

High School Program

The SLEP test is required for admission to the High School Program. The required minimum score is 55.
Prospective students may take the SLEP test free of charge at the time of their audition. Contact the ESL Instructor
to schedule a test time.

High School ESL assistance includes a high school English class in ESL and individual ESL tutoring. ESL support is
provided during the academic school year to fully enrolled high school students.

College Program

Undergraduate Diploma & Degree and Graduate Studies

Non-native speakers of English are required to take the TOEFL test for admission. TOEFL scores may be internet
TOEF (iBT), Computer-based TOEFL (CBT) or the paper-based TOEFL. The following are the recommended
minimums:

TOEFLiBT TOEFL CBT TOEFL Paper
Undergraduate Arts Diploma 59-61 173 500
Undergraduate Degree 77-80 213 550
Graduate Degree 77-80 213 550

To schedule the TOEFL, contact Educational Testing Services at http://www.toefl.org.

ESL 100: Academic English for Non-native Speakers. Enrollment is by placement test and recommendation of
the ESL instructor. The course covers academic skills: writing, reading, note taking, and research. Diploma
students may be required to successfully complete ESL 100 before admission to the undergraduate degree
program.

Individual ESL tutoring is available during the academic school year for fully enrolled undergraduate and
graduate students.



FAQs

How many international students attend UNCSA?

The School’s international student population is roughly 5 percent of the total student body, with approximately
45-55 students from more than 25 countries. International students are enrolled in all five of the arts disciplines,
and represent all age groups, from the high school through the graduate programs.

Is there special housing for international students?
What if | can’t go home for the breaks when the residence halls close?

Special housing is not provided specifically for internationals, although some graduate and undergraduate college
students may reside in the Bailey Street Apartments. These apartments stay open during the winter and spring
breaks, and students living in them can remain during those breaks. The college residence halls and the high
school residence halls close for the breaks, so students living there must plan to vacate their rooms during those
times. A Host Family program is available to international students and many international students stay with host

families or friends over the winter and spring holidays. All dorms close for the summer.
More Information on Residence Life

What kinds of activities are available on campus?

Student Activities plans a variety of events and activities for students of all ages. The Every Thursday Calendar
(ETC), published on Thursdays, lists all events for that week. Yearly annual events include Fall Fest (a fall festival),
Froze Arts (a winter festival) and the annual Beaux Arts festival and ball, which occurs at the end of spring term.
Student Activities also provides free transportation to local shopping and movie theaters, and sponsors The
What?, an on-campus coffee house for college students. More information on Student Activities.

Will | need a car to get around off-campus?

Students can take advantage of the free transportation to shopping, movies, and other events off-campus offered
through Student Activities. These trips are scheduled weekly and are listed in the ETC calendar published every
Thursday. Limited public transportation from the School of the Arts to downtown Winston-Salem and other
outlying areas is also available. Some students, particularly those who live off-campus, find that owning a car is
helpful. Residential high school students may not have cars on campus.

Do | need to take the TOEFL test to apply to UNCSA? What TOEFL score do | need to get in?

If English is not your first language, you are required to take the TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign Language) for
admission to the School’s college programs. TOEFL scores of 550 (paper based) and 213 (computer based),
respectively, are recommended for the college undergraduate degree and graduate programs. TOEFL scores of
500 (paper based) and 173 (computer based), respectively, are recommended for the arts diploma programs.

Do international high school students need to take the TOEFL?

No. High school students who speak a first language other than English must take the SLEP (Secondary Level
English Proficiency) test. A score of 55 or higher is required for admission. The SLEP test may be taken free of
charge on the UNCSA campus. It is recommended that students take the test at the time of their audition or
campus visit.

What about help with English or ESL classes? Are these offered at UNCSA?

Yes. The School offers an ESL course for non-English speakers. The course is a year long, three term, non-credit
course entitled, ESL 100: Academic English for Non-Native Speakers. The course provides intensive writing,
reading, and academic skills practice and prepares students for doing academic work in English. ESL 100 is offered
through the division of Academic Programs and is open to college and graduate students whose first language is
not English. Enrollment in the course is by placement test. Students who are admitted to the undergraduate
degree program may take ESL 100 concurrently with their other Academic Programs courses. For high school
students, individual ESL tutoring is available in conjunction with the high school Academic Programs program. ESL
tutoring appointments are also available for college students.



Does UNCSA require health insurance for international students?

Yes. All international students attending on F-1 visas are required to have health insurance that meets U.S. federal
requirements. Students are encouraged to purchase health insurance through the UNCSA international health
insurance plan. The plan is underwritten by Hinchcliffe International Group Services and provides coverage for
both medical expenses and medical evacuation and repatriation. Students who choose not to purchase the
Hinchcliffe plan are required to provide documentation of medical coverage in English.

All students have access to the medical and health services provided by the on-campus Student Health Services.
More information about the Student Health Services

How am | billed for my tuition and housing?
The Office of Student Accounts is responsible for billing for these. The office, located on the 2™ floor of the
Welcome Center, is open Monday — Friday, from 8 a.m.- 5 p.m. Please refer to the Student Accounts webpage.

Whom do | contact for questions regarding my student visa or [1-20?
The Designated School Official (DSQO) is responsible for handling international student visa issues.

Can | be employed while | am student?

Yes, but only under special circumstances. International students holding an F-1 visa are permitted to participate
in optional practical training (OPT) once they have been in continuous, legal, F-1 status for a full academic year.
The United States Citizenship and Immigration Service (USCIS) defines a full-academic year as two complete
semesters or nine months.

If unexpected circumstances beyond a student’s control have created severe economic hardship, the USCIS on a
case-by-case basis, may grant a student authorization to work.

Can | remain in the United States after graduation for additional work experience?
You might be able to if you have applied for Post-Completion Optional Training and are approved by the USCIS.

Will I be able to travel while ’'m a student at UNCSA?
Yes, you will be able to travel but you must check with the International Student Coordinator before embarking on
travel outside the U.S. See requirements for reentry into the U.S.

Many times abbreviations are used in describing documents and for someone not familiar with the process,
they are confusing. Are there definitions for all the abbreviations used?

Yes, at least for some of them. Please follow the link to Immigration Definitions for Students for help. If in reading
through the website you find other terms used that haven’t been defined, please email the International Student
Coordinator and we will try to add them to the list of terms.

Tuition and Fees

http://www.ncarts.edu/admissions/tuitionandfees.htm




Admission Instructions for International Students

e Submit your application early (March 1st.) The acquisition of student visas can be time-consuming.

e International applicants must submit the application and accompanying documentation as outlined on the
Application Checklist and departmental requirements.

Information on TOEFL/SLEP scores can be found on the ESL page.

e International applicants must obtain a student visa prior to enrollment. The International Student
Coordinator completes requests for student visas (I-20 documentation) after an accepted candidate has
paid the advanced housing and tuition payment. Students visas are granted for the anticipated length of
the applicant’s chosen program of study. Any requests for financial assistance should be made directly to
the department of the arts in which the student is interested.

e International high school applicants may be granted multiple-year student visas to ensure program
completion.

e International students who are not permanent residents of the United States are not eligible for state or
federal financial aid.



Admissions Procedures

9.

10.
11.

12.

13.

14.

Complete an Application for Admission, either paper version or online.

Make sure you answer all questions on the Questions for International Students page.

Read thoroughly the Instructions & Checklist page following each arts program section. Check off each item to know that
your application is complete.

Mail the completed application to the Office of Admissions with the nonrefundable application fee of $110. The fee is
payable by check or money order (U.S. dollars only) to UNCSA. The application will be returned if not accompanied by
the application fee or if all questions on the application are not answered.

If you are admitted to UNCSA, you will be mailed a letter of acceptance and information necessary to complete your
admission to UNCSA.

Return the Admission Acceptance form with either a check or money order (U.S. dollars) for the advance tuition deposit.
When we have received your Admission Acceptance Form and the advance tuition deposit, we will enter you in the SEVIS
system and will mail you a Form I-20 that you will need to obtain an F-1 Student Visa.

After you have received the Form I-20 you must make an appointment with the U.S. Consulate to apply for an F-1
Student entry visa. You will require the I-20 form from the UNCSA at the time of your appointment. DO NOT MAKE AN
APPOINTMENT UNTIL you have received the |-20 or are sure that you will have the I-20 in time for the appointment.

Carefully read and follow the procedures in How to Apply for an Initial F-1 Entry Visa. Use the check list in Step 9.

Locate the nearest U.S. Consulate and follow its procedures.
After the visa is processed, make sure you got what you requested! Check your passport to be sure you
obtained an F-1 visa, and that any dependents obtained an F-2 visa. Also, be certain that the 1-20 was
returned to you, as you must have the original with you when you arrive in the United States.
Sometimes, the document is returned to you in a sealed envelope, which must be presented to the
immigration inspector when you arrive.
When you come to the U.S., carry your ORIGINAL documents on your person or in a carry-on bag rather than packed in
your luggage. You will have to present them to the immigration inspector upon your arrival, and you won’t have access
to your luggage until after you go through immigration inspection.
Your documents may include:

e valid, unexpired, passport (for at least six months into the future) with a valid, unexpired entry visa

e your |-20 visa certificate, signed by the school official and by you

e original supporting financial documents, such as personal bank statements, a financial aid award or

an offer letter from your department

e marriage license, school transcripts, medical records if applicable .
On the plane, a flight attendant will distribute the 1-94 Arrival /Departure form to non-immigrants. You
should complete the white form, NOT the green form that is for tourists from certain countries who are
eligible for a 90-day visit without a visa.
When you arrive, you will go first to immigration inspection. The immigration inspector will need to see the

appropriate visa page in your passport and the appropriate supporting documents.

To start the application process visit the Admissions site.




Visa and Immigration Basics

mmigration Definitions for Students

It is important that you become familiar with the following terms, as they are used frequently. It is essential
that you understand these definitions, not just as you prepare to come to the United States, but throughout
your stay.

F-1 Student Visa

The University of North Carolina School of the Arts is only allowed to grant documents for students admitted
with F-1 visas. The F-1 visa is for students qualified to attend full time college, university, conservatory,
academic high school and any institution with language-training programs in the United States. The student must
have completed the course of study required of all students entering the program and must be proficient in
English. He/she should provide proof of sufficient, easily transferable funds to cover cost of living and tuition.
The school must provide the student with a Form I-20 A-B. F -2 visas are given to spouse/children of an F -1 visa
holder. For eligibility, they must possess a valid passport, show proof of sufficient funds to cover their stay, and
must agree to depart the United States upon the termination of the foreign student's F-1.

Form |-20 (Certificate of Visa Eligibility for Nonimmigrant F-1 Student Status)

Students who have been admitted to a school in the United States, require a student visa to enter the U.S. for
study, and have documented their ability to finance their education, will receive a Certificate of Visa Eligibility
(Form 1-20 for F-1 status) issued by the school through the internet-based Student and Exchange Visitor
Information System (SEVIS). They should present this at a U.S. consulate _(http://usembassy.state.gov/) abroad
to certify eligibility to apply for an F-1 Student visa. This document, also known as a Visa Certificate, certifies
eligibility to apply for an entry visa at a U.S. consulate abroad, and must be shown to a Department of Homeland
Security (DHS) official at the time of entry into the U.S. in order to enter in student status.

When traveling outside the U.S., those in F-1 status must carry either an initial or recertified 1-20 (this means an
ISSO officer has signed page 3 after your arrival) and financial documentation if they intend to return to the U.S.
to continue their studies or practical training. The I-20 and its corresponding electronic updates in SEVIS are a
permanent record of one's activities as a student in the U.S. It is your responsibility to keep all 1-20's issued to
you throughout your student status, no matter how long you stay in the U.S. or how many times you travel
abroad. The initial 1-20 used when you enter the country and stamped by the DHS is a very important
immigration document. Make a copy of page 1 and page 3 to keep with your records. If you were not issued an I-
20, or if you lose it, please come to the International Student Coordinator in the Office of Admissions. Under
most circumstances, we can provide you with a replacement form within five working days.

SEVIS (Student and Exchange Visitor Information System)

SEVIS is a data collection and monitoring system that creates an interface between institutions of higher
education, the Department of Homeland Security (DHS), consulates and embassies abroad, and ports of entry.
Schools are required to make regular electronic updates in SEVIS throughout each semester on the records of
their enrolled students in F-1 status and their dependents. These updates include, but are not limited to
enrollment status, changes in address, changes in level of study, employment recommendations, and school
transfers.

Form 1-94

This small white card is a record of your legal entry into the U.S. and immigration status. You complete it on a
flight to the U.S. or at a border crossing, and it is then processed at a port of entry. An immigration inspector
usually staples it into your passport. Form 1-94 notes your name, date of birth, country of citizenship, and the
date and port of entry of your arrival in the U.S. It also indicates how long you can stay in the United States. The
notation D/S signifies "duration of status" and refers to the completion date on the certificate of visa eligibility
(1-20). The Form 1-94 is a record of your arrivals and departures. Each time you leave the country you surrender
your 1-94. Only in the case of short trips to Canada, Mexico, and parts of the Caribbean do you keep this form.
The 1-94 is an important form; we recommend that you make two photocopies of both sides of the form, one to
carry with you in your wallet and the other to keep separately in case you need to replace it.



Immigration Status

This is often confused with "visa" but your immigration status, e.g., F-1, B-2, J-1, etc., is determined at the time
of your entry into the U.S. by an immigration official and is noted on the Form 1-94. You may have many visa
stamps in your passport but, upon entry into the U.S., an immigration inspector will admit you in only one
immigration status which is noted on the 1-94 card (see above). Be sure the correct status is written on your 1-94
card. Unlike your entry visa, your immigration status may be changed in the U.S. Refer to the U.S. Department
of State web site at http://travel.state.gov/visa/tempvisitors.html

for more information.

Passport

Students in F-1 immigration status must keep their passports valid at least six months into the future at all
times. You may obtain extensions of your passport through the nearest consulate or embassy of your country.
The International Student Coordinator will provide you with any appropriate documents your government may
require.

Entry Visa

Your entry visa is issued by a United States Consulate (http://usembassy.state.gov/) abroad and affixed into
your passport. The only purpose of an entry visa is to apply for admission to the United States at the port of
entry. The entry visa itself may expire while you are in the U.S., but your permission to stay in the U.S. remains
valid. All international students - with the exception of Canadian nationals - requesting F-1 immigration status
are required to have a valid F-1 entry visa stamp in their passport at the time of entry into the U.S. Your visa
specifies the type of immigration status you will hold, the date until which you may enter the U.S., and the
number of entries you may make before you must apply for a new entry visa stamp. The length of validity of
each visa type is determined by an agreement between your home country and the U.S. government and is not
necessarily tied to the length of your program of study. Please refer to the State Department's Visa Reciprocity
information on their website for more details. (http://www.travel.state.gov/visa/reciprocity/index.htm)

NOTE THAT ALTHOUGH AN ENTRY VISA MAY BE ISSUED UP TO 120 DAYS IN ADVANCE OF A PROGRAM'S
“REPORT DATE”, YOU ARE NOT PERMITTED TO ENTER THE U.S. MORE THAN 30 DAYS IN AVANCE OF THE
REPORT DATE IN SECTION 5 OF THE 1-20.

F-1 entry visas cannot be obtained within the U.S. Application for a new stamp generally must be made in person
at a U.S. consulate or embassy outside the U.S. The validity period of your visa does not determine the length of
time you may remain in the U.S. after you enter. Your length of stay is determined by the expected completion
date of your program as indicated on your I-20. You are admitted to the U.S. for "duration of status" in F. This is
notated as "D/S" on your 1-94 card. Refer to the Duration & Extension of Stay in the U.S section of the U.S.
Department of State's website for more information. (http://travel.state.gov/visa/temp/info/info _1298.html)

Medical Insurance

All students on F-1 visas are required to have medical coverage that meets U.S. federal requirements. Students
are encouraged to purchase health insurance through the UNCSA international health insurance plan. The plan is
underwritten by Hinchcliffe International Group Services and provides coverage for both medical expenses and
medical evacuation and repatriation. Students who choose not to purchase the Hinchcliffe plan are required to
provide documentation of medical coverage in English.

Work Permission

Students in F-1 status may work part time (up to 20 hours per week) on campus with permission from
International Student Services. Permission to work off campus based on economic need may be requested only
after the first full academic year of student status [the United States Citizenship and Immigration Services
(USISC) defines a full academic year as two complete semesters or nine months], and only under extraordinary
circumstances of unforeseen severe economic need. USISC grants authorization for F-1 students to work off
campus.

Optional Practical Training (OPT)

Students in F-1 immigration status are eligible to participate in optional practical training off campus once they
have been in continuous, legal, F-1 status for a full academic year. An application that has been recommended
by the International Student Coordinator must be submitted to USISC. A student is required to engage in
employment that is directly related to his/her stated course of study.



International Student Coordinator (ISC or Coordinator)

Designated School Official (DSO), International Student Services (ISC)

These terms are used almost interchangeably at UNCSA. The International Student Coordinator (ISC) is the
Designated School Official (DSO) for purposes of SEVIS. The Coordinator is responsible for helping international
students remain in compliance of U.S. immigration law. The Coordinator is the primary contact for International
Student Services. The Coordinator’s office is in the Office of Admissions, in the Welcome Building.

Requirements for Canadian Students

In terms of immigration regulations, the only difference between Canadians and other international students
coming to the United States is that Canadian citizens are not required to obtain an entry visa in their passports
from a U.S. consulate.

Some Canadians have mistakenly assumed that other regulations that apply to international students do not
apply to them. Canadians are subject to the same requirements for full-time study, same regulations regarding
employment in the U.S., and all other provisions for maintaining status. It is especially important for Canadian
students to be vigilant about entering the United States in proper student status as immigration inspectors are
accustomed to admitting Canadian citizens as visitors.

Canadian citizens do not require an entry visa to enter the U.S. but must always present their passport, Form |-
20 (F-1 status) and supporting financial documentation to the immigration inspector to enter the U.S. in student
status. Canadians must be sure to complete the 1-94 Admission / Departure card and have it processed for
admission by the immigration officer. Otherwise, the student will be admitted in Tourist (B-2) status and will not
be able to take advantage of the special benefits allowed those in Student Status, such as employment or
practical training. More importantly, it is a violation of B-2 status to study in the United States. Canadian
students must have an 1-94 card to confirm current F-1 status.

Other than applying for a visa, it is important that you read about and abide by all other provisions relating to F-1 status.
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How to Obtain F-1 Student Status

his information is provided to help you get to the University of North Carolina School of the Arts in
appropriate immigration status in compliance with the U.S. Department of State (DOS) and Department of
Homeland Security (DHS) regulations. U.S. government regulations require you to attend the school that
issued the 1-20 you use to enter the U.S. in F-1 status.

How to Apply for an Initial F-1 Entry Visa

Carefully read and follow these procedures.

Step 1: Make an appointment at a U.S. Consulate to apply for an F-1 Student Entry Visa
(http://travel.state.qgov/travel/tips/embassies/embassies 1214.html)You will require the 1-20 form from the
University of North Carolina School of the Arts at the time of your appointment. DO NOT MAKE AN
APPOINTMENT UNTIL you have received the I-20 or are sure that you will have the 1-20 in time for the
appointment. International Student Services issues I-20's in the order in which complete applications are
received and is unable to rush yours because you made an appointment too early. Submit your application
early (by March 1*). The acquisition of student visas can be time consuming.

Check the following websites for more information on visa appointments.
http://travel.state.gov/visa/temp/wait/tempvisitors wait.php for information about current wait times for
the appointment and for visa issuance. NOTE that the processing wait times do not include extra time that
may be required for security clearances.

Locate the nearest U.S. Consulate: www.usembassy.gov and follow its instructions for applying for a visa
(including links to required forms). Make a list of documentation required for the interview. Note procedures
for paying the visa application fee and any visa issuance fees, if applicable.

Step 2: Check your form I-20 for completeness and correctness!

Your I-20 indicates that we have created a record for you in SEVIS (Student and Exchange Visitor Information
System). Your unique assigned SEVIS ID number is in the upper right corner of page 1. Check to see that all
information is correct and that your expected completion date is in the future. If you have informed us that
your dependents (husband, wife, or children under the age of 21) will come with you to the U.S., each of
them will receive their own "dependent" 1-20 needed for applying for their F-2 visas and entering the U.S. in
F-2 status. If your family name is different from your dependents, be prepared to show documents that
prove your relationship.

Step 3: Make sure your passport is valid.

When you apply for a visa or enter the U.S., your passport must be valid for at least 6 months into the
future. Some countries are exempt from this requirement and have their passports automatically extended
for 6 months which means that you can use your passport up until the written expiration date. This rule
applies to subsequent entries to the U.S. while traveling as a student. Refer to the list of countries exempt
from this rule. (http://foia.state.gov/masterdocs/09fam/0941104x1pdf)

Step 4: Pay the SEVIS fee ($100) and print the receipt.

Go to the web site http://www.fmjfee.com and follow the instructions. You will need the I-20 available
because the SEVIS number is required. Print copies of the receipt - you will need one with you for the visa
interview and you should keep one for your own records. You can only access the receipt at the time of
payment so be sure your printer is working before paying the fee. If you have been a student in the U.S. and
are transferring schools or beginning a program at a new level of study, it is possible you may not have to
pay the SEVIS fee. Refer to information posted at http://www.ice.gov/sevis/i901/fag.htm.
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Step 5: Complete all required Department of State application forms
DS-156 (http://evisaforms.state.gov/)

Everyone applying for a non-immigrant visa must complete this form. COMPLETE THIS ELECTRONIC FORM ON-
LINE and take a printed copy with you to the interview.

DS-158: Contact Information and Work History. For all F and J applicants.

DS-157: Supplemental Non-Immigrant Visa Application Form. Required for male applicants between the ages
of 16 and 45.

Step 6: Refer to step one and follow instructions for paying any visa fees required in
advance of your appointment.

Procedures may vary from country to country, and even post to post within the same country. Note that
application and issuance fees are based on reciprocity
(http://travel.state.qov/visa/frvi/reciprocity/reciprocity 3272.html ) and generally reflect your country's
policies in granting visa privileges to visiting U.S. students.

Step 7: Bring a passport-size photo less than six months old.

Check (http://travel.state.gov/visa/temp/info/info 1287.html) for details.

Step 8: READ! Prepare for your interview appointment by learning what to expect.

You will be applying for an F-1 student visa, a non-immigrant classification. According to U.S. immigration
law, "Every alien shall be presumed to be an immigrant until he establishes to the satisfaction of the
consular officer, at the time of application for admission, that he is entitled to a non-immigrant status." This
means you need to establish that you have no intention of staying in the U.S. permanently, but are coming
here for a temporary purpose, i.e. to pursue your education. While the consular officers are aware that it
may be difficult for students to demonstrate strong professional and economic ties to their home countries,
you should still bear this in mind as you prepare for your interview.

In advance of your interview, please read the following: Obtaining a U.S. Visa: Published by Dept of State
http://www.unitedstatesvisas.qgov/pdfs/gettingavisa.02.03.pdf

Applying for a Student or Exchange Visitor Visa: Published by Education USA, a division of the Department of
State.How to Apply for an Initial F-1 Entry Visa

http://www.educationusa.state.gov/usvisa.htm

See You in the USA: EJournal published by DOS. Note article "On the Other Side of the Visa Window", by a
U.S. visa officer in Cairo
http://usinfo.state.gov/journals/itps/0905/ijpe/ijpe0905.htm

Step 9: Checklist of what to take with you to your visa interview:

A passport valid for at least six months

Form [-20 (sign the form under Item 11)

School admission letter

Completed visa applications (DS-156, DS-158, and, if applicable, DS-157) Remember to complete the
DS-156

electronically and take a printed copy with you. Consulates have advised that the electronic version
will speed up the process.

A photograph in the prescribed format (see Step 7)

A receipt for the visa application fee

A receipt for the SEVIS fee. If you have not received an official receipt in the mail showing payment
and you paid the fee electronically, the consulate will accept the temporary receipt you printed
from your computer. If you do not have a receipt, the consulate may be able to see your payment
electronically if your fee payment was processed at least 3 business days before your interview.
Financial evidence that shows you have sufficient funds to cover your tuition and living expenses
during the period you intend to study.

Any information that demonstrates your intention to return to your home country after finishing your
studies in the U.S. This may include proof of property, family, or other ties to your community.
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Step 10: After the visa is processed, make sure you got what you requested!

Check your passport to be sure you obtained an F-1 visa, and that any dependents obtained an F-2 visa. Also,
be certain that the I-20 was returned to you as you must have the original with you when you arrive in
the United States. Sometimes the document is returned to you in a sealed envelope, which must be
presented to the immigration inspector when you arrive.

Canadian Citizens
Canadian citizens currently do not require an entry visa to enter the U.S., but DO require an 1-20.

To enter the U.S. in F-1 student status, Canadians require a passport, an [-20 and proof of payment of the SEVIS
fee. To pay the SEVIS fee, go to http://www.fmjfee.com and follow the instructions. Be sure to make a copy of
the receipt for your own records.

At the port of entry, Canadian students must present the Form |-20 and supporting financial documentation to
the immigration inspector to be admitted into the U.S. in F-1 status. You will be given an 1-94
Admission/Departure card to complete. Be sure to look at your 1-94 card before you leave the inspection area to
ensure that it has the notation "F-1, D/S" written on it. Canadian students must have an 1-94 card to confirm
current F-1 status. If not, you are considered to be in Visitor (B-2) status, which doesn’t permit study in the U.S.

Some Canadians have mistakenly assumed that regulations that apply to international students do not apply to
them. Students from Canada are subject to the same regulations regarding employment in the United States,
requirement for full-time study and all other provisions for maintaining status. It is especially important for
Canadian students to be vigilant about entering the United States in proper student status, as immigration
inspectors are accustomed to admitting Canadian citizens as visitors.

Currently in F-1 Status at Another Institution and Transferring to UUNCSA

Students enrolled in another U.S. school under F-1 immigration status who are planning to enroll at the
University of North Carolina School of the Arts must complete a process in which the Department of Homeland
Security (DHS) is notified of this change. The transfer procedure begins with your current school "releasing” your
SEVIS record to UNCSA and qualifying for an UNCSA 1-20, and is NOT complete until you report to the
International Student Coordinator within 15 days of the program start date on your I-20.

Continuing Students in F-1 Status at University of North Carolina School of the Arts

If you are completing one program at UNCSA and are planning to pursue another degree or program here, DHS
must be notified. The International Student Coordinator (ISC) needs to issue you a new I-20 for the new program
within 60 days of your completion date on your current 1-20 or within 60 days of completion of your program,
whichever is earlier. Contact the ISC about qualifying for and obtaining a new I-20.

Potential Delays in Visa Issuance and at Ports of Entry

Heightened security measures instituted since September 11 have sometimes resulted in delays in visa issuance
abroad. Security checks and visa interview requirements may cause delays. The Department of State’s
information on non-immigrant visas at its link to individual consular posts may be a good source of current
information. http://travel.state.gov/visa/temp/temp 1305.html

The US Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) of the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) has a useful
Information Sheet entitled "Arrival at a US Port of Entry... What a Student or Exchange Visitor can Expect"
highlighting the necessary steps and procedures you will face. http://www.ice.gov/sevis/students/index.htm

e Sevis Requirements
The 1-20 form for F-1 visa applicants is processed and issued through the internet-based Student and
Exchange Visitor System (SEVIS). Visa officers are required to verify your record—and that of any
dependents—in the SEVIS system before a visa can be approved.

e Name Check by DOS and DHS
The “name check lookup” is conducted by the State Department at the time of visa application and by
the Department of Homeland Security at the port of entry—irrespective of whether the visitor holds a
valid visa. This name check has recently resulted in unexpected and severe problems for non-
immigrants—some arising from previous overstay(s), others from discovery of a record of illegal activity
in the United States, and others because of mistaken name matches with listings in the database.
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Special Registration Procedures for Certain Foreign Nationals

Since September 11, 2002, certain non-immigrants are required to be fingerprinted and photographed at
U.S. ports of entry and to make physical appearances to the local United States Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) office at specified intervals during their stay in the United States.

Currently, the published registration rule applies without exception to nationals or citizens of Iran, Iraq,
Libya, Syria and Sudan. This list is subject to change at any time, and registration may be required of
any non-immigrants of any nationality who are deemed by a consular officer or inspections officer to
require closer monitoring.

If you undergo Special Registration when you arrive, you will be given written information on exit
procedures. Failure to comply with these requirements has severe consequences.
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Arrival at a U.S. Port of Entry

What to Have with You
Carry your ORIGINAL documents on your person or in a carry-on bag rather than packed in your luggage. You

will have to present them to the immigration inspector upon your arrival, and you won’t have access to
your luggage until after you go through immigration inspection.

Your documents may include:
e valid, unexpired, passport (for at least six months into the future) with a valid, unexpired entry visa
e your I-20 visa certificate, signed by the school official and by you
e original supporting financial documents, such as personal bank statements, a financial aid award or an offer
letter from your department
e marriage license, school transcripts, medical records if applicable

On the plane, a flight attendant will distribute the 1-94 Arrival /Departure form to non-immigrants. You should
complete the white form, NOT the green form that is for tourists from certain countries who are eligible for a
90-day visit without a visa.

IMMIGRATION INSPECTION
Upon arrival, you will go first to immigration inspection. The immigration inspector will need to see the
appropriate visa page in your passport and the appropriate supporting documents.
e Present your passport with an F-1 entry visa with University of North Carolina School of the Arts noted on
it (if it is your initial entry in F-1 status).
e Form I-20 that has been signed by both a UNCSA Designated School Official (DSO) and you, and the 1-94
form that you completed on the plane.
e You should have funding documents available if requested.
e The inspector will keep part of the 1-94 Arrival/Departure form, and return the bottom portion to you. In
addition to the date and place of entry, the inspector will add a written notation that says "admitted as
F-1 for D/S". D/S signifies duration of status. If all is in order, you should NOT be admitted “until a
specific date’, but rather for D/S.
e Your form I-20 should get stamped in red ink.

Canadian citizens:
Although exempt from the visa requirement, Canadian students must present
e Form I-20 to be admitted in F-1 status
e Obtain an 1-94 card. It is essential that you be issued an appropriate 1-94 card. If this does not occur, you
will be considered a tourist and will not be able to enroll in classes or be able to change to student
status while here in the United States.

Dependents:
If you are coming with your spouse and/or children, then the same attentiveness to how their admission is
processed applies. Dependents of F-1 students should enter as “F-2 for D/S”.

Document Processing - Update of SEVIS Record

In addition to processing the 1-94 card, the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) will access the SEVIS student
record that corresponds to your unique SEVIS ID number and update the record with information on your entry.
The University of North Carolina School of the Arts is notified electronically of your arrival through your SEVIS
record.

BE PREPARED!

It is to your advantage to know what to expect and to be mindful of what occurs at the port of entry.
Immigration inspectors see many people in the course of a day, and mistakes can be made. Some inspectors may
be less familiar with student documents than others. Having your documents processed properly at the time you
arrive is extremely important.
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The 1-94 card