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DANCE     DESIGN & PROD U CTION     DR AMA      F ILMMAKING     MUSIC

MAKE A SCENE

#RiseToGreatness



The School of Drama has trained generations of young actors, 

transforming raw passion and ta lent into some of the most 

rewarding careers in the industry.

Our col lege programs are designed to develop exceptiona l ,  versati le 

sk i l ls in every student,  ut i l iz ing the art ist ic trad it ions of the past  

to tack le the innovative, socia l ly re levant work that defines the 

modern stage and screen . You wi l l  de lve into the practica l it ies of 

acting and d i recting whi le explor ing the emerg ing media landscape, 

as you bu i ld a so l id foundation for your career.   Underscor ing your 

tra in ing is our commitment to equ ity,  d ivers ity and inc lus ion in  

our curr icu lum , our facu lty and our student body. 

The High School Drama Program features d iverse tra in ing approaches 

for a ho l ist ic a rts ed ucation ,  strengthen i ng you r re lat ionsh i p to  

the craft of act i ng to fac i l i tate se lf-awa reness ,  sk i l l  deve lopment  

a nd c it izensh i p .  There a re m u lt i p le performa nce presentat ions to 

showcase your work . You’ l l  a lso take a specia l course designed to help  

you navigate the col lege aud it ion process that inc ludes mater ia l 

selection , audition coaching, f i lming for various media and pre-screens, 

interv iew sk i l ls and more. Students attend the annua l North Caro l ina 

Theatre Conference Col lege Day, tak ing advantage of the opportun ity 

to aud it ion for and network with schools that prov ide U NC System 

tu it ion g ra nts for NC res idents . 

ACTING

DIRECTING

B.F.A
.

H.S
.

B.F.A.  Bachelor of Fine Arts

H.S. High School

“Mother Tongue” ’22;  “Sweeney Todd” ’22 (Cover)

NO. 3   
IN THE WORLD 

The Hol lywood Reporter, 
Top Drama Schools



LEARN BY DOING
With increasing depth and challenge,
your training wil l  include a wide range  
of discipl ines that broaden versati l ity 
and prepare you to tackle any role.  
In addition to stage and on-camera 
acting, you’l l  learn content creation, 
speech and voice techniques, stage 
combat, movement and dance, and 
more. In the third and fourth years,  
the stage becomes your laboratory
for exploration and experimentation. 
The fourth year wil l  prepare you for 
the industry through courses in the 
business of acting and master classes 
with professional guest artists. 

SHOWCASE YOUR POTENTIAL
You’l l  take the stage and showcase 
your talents in everything from small 
workshops to student fi lms to major 
productions. With guidance from our 
experienced ful l-time faculty and 
guest artists, you’l l  receive invaluable 
feedback and learn from the best.  
But what real ly sets us apart is our 
commitment to hands-on learning  
and real-world experience. In the  
f inal  year of the col lege program,  
you wil l  curate your own season of 
independent work with the Keys  
to the Kingdom series (produced, 
directed, acted and in many cases 
written and/or devised entirely  
by students).

 

YOU CAN’T LEARN  
EVERYTHING AS AN ACTOR  
IN FOUR YEARS; IT’S  
IMPOSSIBLE. BUT YOU CAN  
LEARN A SET OF TOOLS,  
AND THAT SET OF TOOLS  
LEADS YOU TO LEARN FROM  
EXPERIENCE IN A MEANINGFUL 
AND MORE CONSCIOUS WAY.
Brett Gelman 
B.F.A.  Drama ’99
“Fleabag,” “Stranger Things”

“ Indecent” ’21



DIRECTING

In  our h igh ly competit ive d i rect ing 
program, students fol low a specia l ized 
track start ing in year one,  with c lasses 
in d irecting theory,  e lements of design, 
and directing practicum, a longside core 
acting classes.  Our students learn by 
doing,  d irecting a work every semester, 
culminating in a ful ly produced play  
that is part of the mainstage season. 
This selective program is open to  
two students per year.

REWARDING CAREERS

Every year graduating seniors participate 
in a showcase for agents,  cast ing 
d i rectors,  producers and ta lent 
management in Chicago,  New York City,  
Los Angeles and Atlanta. For the majority 
of our actors,  these showcases result in 
representation by top talent agents and 
pre-graduation employment — a c lear 
ref lect ion of the art ist ic tra in ing you’ l l 
receive and the industry connections 
you’ l l  make in your t ime here.

EXPERIENCED FACULTY

With decades of exper ience in  
the industry and a deep passion for 
student success,  the drama faculty  
are steeped in the exper ience needed 
to tra in and mentor the young actors 
and directors of tomorrow. You’l l  benefit 
from working with masters of the  
craft both through faculty mentorship 
and with professional  guest art ists  
and directors. 

“The Wolves” ’21



MAKE A SCENE

RISE TO GREATNESS AT UNCSA 
Visit uncsa.edu/connect to get started.

“PASS ING STRANGE”  ’22


