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Instrumentation

-Flutes 1 & 2

-Flute 3/Piccolo

-Oboes 1 & 2

-English Horn

-Bb Clarinets 1 & 2

-Bass Clarinet

-Bassoons 1 & 2
-Contrabassoon

-F Horns 1, 2, 3, & 4

-C Trumpets 1 & 2
-Trombones 1 & 2

-Bass Trombone

-Tuba

-Timpani

-Percussion 1 (Glockenspiel)
-Percussion 2 (Vibraphone)
-Percussion 3 (Triangle, Bass Drum, Sus Cymbal, Wind Chimes)
-Harp

-Violin 1

-Violin 2

-Viola

-Cello

-String Bass



About The Piece

‘The Stars Above’is a programmatic journey into space through the eyes of
a child. When | was 9, | distinctly remember having a dream about flying into the
sky and soaring through space on a starry night. This piece is a callback to that
dream, reimagined and placed in a musical setting. The story is told through 4
distinct, but connected, movements. The movements are as follows:

1) Starry Night: The opening movement is the abstraction of the dark night
sky as stars begin to appear. Through this movement, the strings and
woodwinds primarily set a tonality of darkness, fear, and mystery as the
harp and percussion signify the twinkling of stars as they begin to shine as
a contrast to the void above. As this tonality develops, and a dream-like
state is established, signifying the viewing child falling asleep beneath the
night sky.

2) Take-Off. As the tempo and intensity rises, the orchestra is launched into
a full blown take-off. The quick pacing and rapid changes in rhythm and
tonality establish an atmosphere of wonder and awe. The flourishes of the
woodwinds combined with the play between brass and strings signifies the
child flying through space playfully, exploring the boundaries of gravity
and the amazement of seeing the Earth from above.

3) Soaring: The piece slows as the child approaches the surface of the
moon. The beautiful and delicate nature of the moonlight are highlighted
by the graceful and elegant oboe solo, which leads into a peaceful flute
and piccolo melody. The accompanying instruments set a shimmering and
flowing atmosphere through various tonalities and melodic clips. The
woodwinds and strings lead into the final section as the dream nears its
end.

4) Crash Landing: The intensity builds quickly as the dream begins to
collapse, signifying a furious flight through space to return back to Earth.
The constant heightening of tension and thrill paint a picture of rising
adrenaline as the child plummets back home. The dream ends abruptly as
the child awakens and runs to his window only to realize morning hasn't
yet arrived. The piece ends with one final nod to the opening as the child
returns to sleep hoping to dream once more of the stars above.
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