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Twelfth Night: Exploring Love, Identity, and the Transformative Power of Theater 

“Twelfth Night,” one of Shakespeare’s most beloved comedies, transports 

audiences to the enchanting world of Illyria, where love, disguise, and mistaken 

identity intertwine to create a delightful tapestry of human emotion.

At its core, “Twelfth Night” is a celebration of love in all its forms. From romantic 

infatuation to the bonds of friendship, the play delves into the complexities 

of human relationships with humor and poignancy. Set against the backdrop 

of a society grappling with shifting gender norms and societal expectations, 

the play’s exploration of love and identity feels as relevant today as it did in 

Shakespeare’s time. 

In this production, we invite you to reexamine “Twelfth Night” through a 

contemporary lens, exploring themes of gender fluidity, sexuality, and identity. By 

setting the play in the 1950s Italy, a period marked by both post-war resilience 

and social change, the production offers a fresh perspective on Shakespeare’s 

timeless masterpiece. Guided by an ensemble of talented actors, singers, and 

musicians, and bolstered by the creative contributions of composition students 

from the esteemed School of Music, alongside the expertise of the School of 

Design and Production, “Twelfth Night” promises to captivate audiences with its 

vibrant energy and innovative approach. 

As we embark on this theatrical journey together, let us embrace the spirit of 

“Twelfth Night,” which encourages us to embrace love in all its forms, live in the 

moment, and celebrate the transformative power of theater. We invite you to join 

us as we explore the enchanting world of Illyria and discover the enduring magic 

of “Twelfth Night: Or What You Will.” 

      —Jason Bohon 

        Faculty, School of Drama

DIRECTOR’S NOTE
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Director: Jason Bohon
Assistant Directors: Mina Oelrich
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THE SCHOOL OF DRAMA

Ranked among the best drama schools in the world, the School of Drama is an 

immersive experience that prepares talented young artists for successful careers 

on stage, online, and in film and television. Conservatory training grounded in 

classical values adds technical skills practice to shape creatively inspired, versatile 

actors who are in-demand today. Students perform constantly in both small 

workshops and major productions across the theatrical repertory. An outstanding 

resident faculty gives personalized attention to their students’ growth.

THE SCHOOL OF DESIGN AND PRODUCTION

Unlike other schools that incorporate design and production within theatre 

studies programs, the School of Design and Production is a highly regarded, 

independent conservatory. The school is ranked #3 in the nation. Employing a 

resident faculty of experienced professionals, the school offers a comprehensive 

curriculum in every aspect of modern stagecraft, from scene design to stage 

management. Students gain practical experience working on a variety of 

productions inside theaters of all styles and sizes, and within 100,000 square feet 

of production space. Graduates have careers in theater, film, television, dance, 

opera, live and themed entertainment, and more.

UNCSA MISSION

The University of North Carolina School of the Arts provides gifted emerging artists 

with the experience, knowledge, and skills needed to excel in their disciplines and 

in their lives, and it serves and enriches the cultural and economic prosperity of the 

people of North Carolina and the nation. UNCSA is the state’s unique professional 

school for the performing, visual, and moving image arts, training students at the 

high school, undergraduate, and master’s levels for professional careers in the arts. 

(Approved by the UNC Board of Governors 2/2014)

THE ASSOCIATES

The Associates, UNCSA’s volunteer organization, invites you to join them. For 

more information about the organization and volunteer opportunities, visit  

www.uncsa.edu/associates or email them at UNCSAassociatesportal@uncsa.edu.



A.J. Fletcher Opera Institute:  
Lo frate ‘nnamorato 
Apr. 24 & 26 at 7:30 p.m. 
Apr. 28 at 2 p.m. 
AGNES DE MILLE THEATRE

Embark on a hilarious journey through the twisted web 

of arranged marriages, forbidden love and mistaken 

identities in “Lo frate ‘nnamorato.” Follow the uproarious 

tale of three families, where the girls resist their arranged 

matches and instead fall for the same young man. With 

licentious fops, cunning maidservants and feigned 

jealousies, this opera guarantees laughter. Its popularity 

was such that Stravinsky incorporated its tunes into his 

ballet Pulcinella. Don’t miss this comedic masterpiece!

Spring Dance 
Apr. 25-27 at 7:30 p.m. 
Apr. 27 at 2 p.m. 
HIGH POINT THEATRE

EThe School of Dance and the School of Music will 

collaborate on a spectacular Spring Dance event that 

will also serve as the final UNCSA Symphony Orchestra 

performance of the year.

Students from both the ballet and contemporary 

programs will perform, along with student musicians. The 

first half of the program will feature premieres by UNCSA 

alumni, including two premieres of contemporary  

dance by Peter Pucci (B.F.A. ‘81) and Trey McIntyre  

(H.S. Diploma ‘78), as well as a new ballet work by Jim 

Vincent (Dance ’78). 

Stravinsky’s dazzling “The Firebird,” commissioned 

by Sergei Diaghilev for his Ballets Russes 1910 Paris 

season with original choreography by Michel Fokine, 

will conclude the program. The ballet will be set in a 

Caribbean environment where the magical firebird brings 

about a fairytale ending, with good triumphing over  

evil and promising a happily-ever-after. Music faculty 

member Mark A. Norman will conduct the UNCSA 

Symphony Orchestra.


